
Examples of Arts Integration Definitions 
 

Chicago Arts Partnerships in Education (CAPE) 
 
Arts Integration is at the heart of all CAPE programs. CAPE teaching artists and classroom 
teachers collaborate to integrate music, visual arts, dance, digital media, and drama into their 
academic lessons in order to improve academic and social-emotional outcomes such 
as creativity, critical thinking, problem solving and collaboration skills. 
 
For CAPE, it is essential that arts instruction integrate with academic instruction. We believe in 
teaching the skills necessary to make a work of art, and that the art making becomes a richer 
experience by exploring complementary and challenging non-arts subjects. We believe art made 
from an integrated curriculum is more compelling because of the constant exchange of questions 
and ideas from the academic to the artistic work.  Similarly, academic work generated through 
creative approaches results in students having a richer understanding of the subject matter and 
how it connects to their lives in and out of school. 
 
Examples: 

• Two students at Kellogg discuss edits to a video project about the book To Kill a 
Mockingbird 

• Students at North-Grand High School studying the Berlin Wall and the Fluxus art 
movement created deeply personal solo performances exploring walls in their own lives 
and ways around them 

• Art and math go hand in hand as students plan site-specific art installations using math 
concepts like scale and proportion 

 
The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 

The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts defines arts integration as follows:  

Arts integration is an approach to teaching 
in which students construct and demonstrate understanding 

through an art form. 
Students engage in a creative process 

which connects an art form and another subject area 
and meets evolving objectives in both.  

 
The Kennedy Center also uses this pyramid to depict the different forms taken by arts integration, 
with the pinnacle represented by arts integration projects – the students’ demonstration of what 
they have learned through the creative process.  
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Lincoln Center Education  
 
For over 30 years, the Lincoln Center Institute (LCI) has emphasized an alternative approach to 
traditional forms of arts education and arts integration called “aesthetic education.” Incorporating 
some elements from both these approaches, aesthetic education includes interaction with high 
quality works of art supported by an inquiry process particularly developed for those interactions, 
along with art-making explorations.  
 
Fundamentally, what the Institute has done is turn traditional skills-based arts instruction inside-
out by starting directly with the perception of artworks.  
 
It is in service to this approach to perception—to recreating choices analogous to those the artist 
made—that the Institute’s practice includes explorations in art-making skills, rather than teaching 
skills in the service of creating an art product (as in traditional arts education). …Teachers and 
students who work with LCI approximate the artist’s choices in a particular artwork by exploring 
the artistic/aesthetic process and the use of contextual resource materials. Then (unlike what can 
happen in some forms of arts integration), when the artworks under study are linked to other 
curricular areas, the integrity of the art, as art, is preserved, while connections across other 
disciplines are made deeply and authentically. … 
 
Drawing on the history of philosophy and practice in aesthetic education that developed the 
inquiry process described above, what were called the “Capacities for Aesthetic Learning” were 
born. Now called the Capacities for Imaginative Learning, they are: 
 

• Noticing Deeply 
• Embodying 
• Questioning 
• Identifying Patterns 
• Making Connections 
• Exhibiting Empathy 
• Living with Ambiguity 
• Creating Meaning 
• Taking Action 
• Reflecting and Assessing 

 
More here: https://ifimaysay.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/aesthetic-education-inquiry-and-the-
imagination.pdf  
 
Maryland State Department of Education  
 
Arts Education is discipline-specific teaching and learning, using the creative process to inspire 
products based upon selected concepts while emphasizing technical proficiency. 
Arts Integration is a collaborative process of implementing artistic techniques, literacies, and 
habits across multiple disciplines to investigate authentic problems, deepen conceptual 
understandings, and elevate the role of creativity and artistry in teaching and learning. 
 
Example:                

• BIG IDEA – Humans choices impact the balance of the planet and the needs of the 
natural world 

• Evocative Question: 
o Is it possible for humans to reconcile a desire to prosper economically with the 

need to preserve the natural world? 
• Integrated Objective: 

o Students will participate in a process drama to investigate the health of the 
Chesapeake Bay Water shed. Students will compose an original song, as a 



class, to document what the citizens in the town discovered (in role) and the 
decisions their town had to make during a pollution crisis. 
 

 
Wolf Trap Institute for Early Learning through the Arts 
 
All Wolf Trap Institute learning experiences align with specific curriculum objectives in areas such 
as cognitive, social, and physical development. Children also gain an interest in the performing 
arts and, along with it, a sense of their own ability to imagine and express themselves. 
 
Examples: 

• By making shapes using straight and curvy lines, children literally embody the concept of 
geometry—increasing both math and physical development. 

• Puppets give teachers tools for positive classroom management and encourage dialogue 
with children. Relatable puppets help demonstrate how to make good choices, relate well 
to others, solve problems, and take responsibility.  

• As children participate in drama and role-play, they learn a variety of skills, including how 
to follow directions, take turns, verbalize feelings, work cooperatively, and understand 
different viewpoints. 

• Music teaches children comparisons, a critical tool for math and language arts. For 
example, sounds can be high or low, fast or slow. Music also helps kids recognize and 
recreate rhythmic patterns, an essential component of both speaking and movement and 
a math skill. 

• Dance is all about patterns, the basis for algebraic thinking and a widely recognized 
building block for future success in math. As children follow pathways and create 
upward/downward movements, they literally embody patterns. 

• As children create a beginning, middle, and end to a story, they acquire concepts that 
underpin reading, writing, and logical thinking. 

 
Young Audiences of Louisiana 
 

• Arts Integration combines the arts with the learning of core academic subjects. It supports 
educational achievement and improved student behavior by giving children both a 
"springboard" and a "safety net" for learning. The arts allow students to be more engaged 
in education--focusing on each child's abilities and interests to provide support in 
academic achievement. The arts also provide increased opportunities for parental 
involvement in school, a key component to education. 

 


